
Working Near Overhead Lines of 50 kV or Less

1910.333(c)(3)(i) (A) and (B) Summarized

When an unqualified person is working in an elevated position or on the ground near overhead

lines, the location shall be such that the person and the longest conductive object he or she may

contact cannot come closer to any unguarded, energized overhead line than 10 feet.

When Excavating

1926.651(b)

(1) The estimated location of utility installations, such as sewer, telephone, fuel, electric, water

lines, or any other underground installations that reasonably may be expected to be encoun-

tered during excavation work, shall be determined prior to opening an excavation.

(2) Utility companies or owners shall be contacted within established or customary local 

response times, advised of the proposed work, and asked to establish the location of the utility

underground installations prior to the start of actual excavation. When utility companies or 

owners cannot respond to a request to locate underground utility installations within 24 hours

(unless a longer period is required by state or local law), or cannot establish the exact location

of these installations, the employer may proceed, provided the employer does so with caution,

and provided detection equipment or other acceptable means to locate utility installations 

are used.

(3) When excavation operations approach the estimated location of underground installations,

the exact location of the installations shall be determined by safe and acceptable means.

(4) While the excavation is open, underground installations shall be protected, supported or 

removed as necessary to safeguard employees.
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